Assistive Technology Consideration
Considering the increase in identification of special needs populations across Alberta, more students will be identified as having special needs within our school division.  In response to this population increase, in the future, each Program Planning Team at each school will be required to “consider” a student’s need for Assistive Technology (A.T.) in order for them to participate, communicate or learn effectively.
This new consideration leaves us with questions such as:  What does it mean to “consider”?  How will every Program Planning Team execute this consideration?  What is the difference between consideration and assessment?
As Wild Rose Public Schools continues to educationally respond to the increase in the special education population, WRPS will be faced with more A.T. requests from our schools.  To facilitate greater communication among all the parties involved in considering A.T., the following process has been drafted.

“Considerations”

In WRSP Student Services Department, we are required to collaborate a significant amount regarding our Special Needs students.  This collaboration exists in part, to connect anecdotal comments to IPP goals, or to meet as a PPT (Program Planning Team) to discuss the status of a student and how to support the team that is involved with this student. Recognizing that A.T. is a trend that is only going to play a greater role with our students over time, A.T. is a component that will need to be discussed in the PPT.
The A.T. market is fierce and intimidating.  It is not unusual to see millions of programs touting to be the next “cure” for a disability.  Unfortunately, buying and implementing the product are only two minute dimensions to the bigger scale of purchasing.  We, as a school division believe in matching the technology to the child.  This helps to ensure the best educational programming for the child.
We must adhere to the parameters of the WRPS Technology Department Policy, that state, “”. In following this procedure, there must be a deliberate and involved process when deciding to invest in A.T.  A professional team needs to consider the following:

SETT Process:
a) the current interventions taking place for the student
b) whether A.T. has already been implemented

c) how it will be implemented if purchased, has one looked at all the options
d) what goals do you wish to accomplish with this student with the respective A.T. tool

e) who has recommended this A.T., has one seen it in use with a similar student

f) has the professional who is requesting it used a demo of this with the student

g) what supports are in place to ensure the A.T. success, what is the next step after the student outgrows this equipment, transition planning
h) will the use of A.T. help the student perform this skill more easily or efficiently in the least restrictive environment

i) mentor support – if required

At the Division level, there are even more considerations such as:

a) parity in the division between schools
b) centralizing the software vs. individual supports

c) is the A.T. network compatible 

d) the cost of the A.T., which company is the best to purchase from
e) is the A.T. easy to upgrade, turn around time for servicing

f) professional development, or training with the technology (mentorship support request)
g) long term progression plans 

h) how labor intensive is installing this piece of A.T. how much I.T. support will be needed.

i) how effective was the trial/demo of this A.T. 

Recognizing the above mentioned policies and consideration, the following document will detail the process the schools and the division must follow in order to program effectively for every special needs student when considering Assistive Technology.  It is important to note that Assistive Technology encompasses both software and hardware; the two processes for applying and implementing such a request are noted separately.

Proposed Meeting Dates for Assistive Technology Approval
Sept. - trial (conference call north and south)

Oct. - trial (conference call north and south)

Nov. - purchase (Video Conference north and south)

Jan. - trial (conference call north and south)

Feb. - purchase (Video Conference north and south)

Mar. - trial (conference call north and south)

Apr. - trial (conference call north and south)

May - trial (conference call north and south)

June - purchase (Video Conference north and south)
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